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“THE ISLE OF THE WINDS.

BY S, R, CROCKETT,

N R Crockelt,

topuright 1

SYNGPEIS OF PREVIOUS INSTALLMENTS,
g4y Tame® Stansficll of New M las, in company |
wit! hos Srandson ung Philip. mee's inoan inn
h« son Plulip and  his son's  paramonr, ‘
Mark, 1 hey o quarrc bsie Janies goes  hote
wlomg s wrandson, That night he is wmnre
by hos dissolite son and Janet Mark  They
oonts body ontside and - lay it onoan ies fows inthe |
fast nothe crnme on other shoulders, But
v Pohp has witnessed the erime -he !
s wrandtather chiet  tansut, Umphliray
9 vl Spursay  stucceeds an having
v} rderer broucht to justice, He i«
| to (Y bangod,  and s woman
o to be transported, Mysterionsly Philip
wil e voillows, secks ont his wife,
v the auy ot spurway, wivd tries to
er hive, bt Ox o DO IR R Ceey she {9
taker awar to Aboroairm for enve, leaving hep am,
veung Plolip incharee of Soneway and in the come |

pary of little A Mark, trow whom he learos that
ﬁ wotie Wiy s gitlsare worth anite asm ech as boys
Forexample, tn the time of the cattle droving, when
Master Spurway hought his winter beasts au the
SMart'”  Auna beat  Plulip in helpmg  to
eut them out, Stll they are excellent  frends,
even thongh she beats him at her  studies,
in the sehool toowhich they g together, Tohn Stans

el Phulip's lawver nncle, brangsin a new toncher, |
Do s Rinerose, a stoall moa with wondertul |
eves, shortly arte h o ng the conntry side i«

ied with & uname er of bloody and
v sterious tirders svidentyy for the sake of rob
Yery, Hustne<s ealls Umphray  sporway from
home, In his absoree, a big packing case, parport
i to be full of nee Spanish wool s delivered to
U Bowioan, Unaphrayv's olerk, He puts (it in
] weaving shed That meht Philip

fne  about it oS shitning through
Rl f the packing case a pair of
cnlls Will Bowmian, who counts thres,
the puohing case with a small sword, Blood flows,

shocked and 1)

plave
the

they open the case and find Dom nis Ringrose in-
oile apparently dead  Shortly after the house is
atacked by robbers, whiom Rinsrose had mwsant t)

Iet They are beaten ofl, but atterward Plalbp's
wother tefnees to ot b spead the holidayvs at New

Miins  Heturmime from a day’'s visit to New Milus
Fholip falls in with =uul Mark Aunas  gypsy
fathur. who, under pretence of  showing  him
sir Harey Morgan's  treasun makes him o
3 JET T Anna fnds ont his phght and  Jeads
miphray  Spurway on his track v the help
of hissflent partner, Provost Growory Partan, Sanl
Mark, supercargs of the ship Corramantes, impris

onx both Anna and spurway, robhine Spurwav of

mnch money and a porteat of Plolip's mother
Fhilip the eldler, who i< i league with Saul Mack,
tak s the portrart and sends young Philip aw

Teaving Sprurway imprsoned Philip Stansteld the
ehlorgors out it spurway s cooak to his wite's house
and by thresta induces berto 2o aboard the Corra
wantee. Anna and  Philip make  friends  with
¥ He shows thorn the scerets of the island
And whepe Sie Haroo Morzan's treasure 9 guarded
b Fer-de-Lanoe, and bis hosts. Eborra has secreted
&l I plans toescape with Anna, Philip l
Ares, Stansfio LL and los mother; also Will Bowman,
who 15 10 the vrates’ clutches, The pivates sail
away with twn or thres ships, but a new diffienlty
rises=it §5 Mrs, Stanstiel I's fear b st herselt in
boat At last she 1= persiaded I'hie ot starts
inters oth P plrates. hut s towed sife away by
nster devil-tish I'he boat reaches Puerto Rico

safety and itanmates approach a convent asking
Lelp

1hie
ene
L

CHAPTER XXV =CoNTINUED

At the fiest breas in the wall we tarned
nght, pass through a
found ourselves inoa street crowded
and with

to the
of stockade
with

sort and

smiall
tinkling the ring of |

wonden booths

hammers upon

anvils
But |
Y OTY went up and we

Oqr guide strode oo, and we followed
we had not gone far whien
began to hear the tread of feet hurrying toward

peaple

us from every direction and to see many
Some of these
worn casting off blacksmith's aprons, that they
might run the faster  Some (these were women
with dusky shnily bade therr men folk
wait for them tll they conld come  or so at least |
1 interpreted] their querul us ervings

runnimng and ceyimg to each other

fares)

Prosently we becanie the centre of a throng
of quaiit dresses. whose wearers pushied and strove l
strove and elbowed abour us. Hut our Km.:.-;
swept los stafl o pght and Jeft smiting them '
with the soundest of thwacks Whereupon they
wen hastidy back, one trending on the toes of an
other  Presontly we stopped before a gote, or

mdway between twogates facing each otherat the
rather more than a hundred  varnds
Our guide turned to tl the left hand, and
we fullowel Lim

He Litted a kno

distance of

toon

ker shaped like o crucifix

knocked lowdly A wicket cpenadan the bittde
doornt the side of t] irgger ate ancd a face lonked
theough o face whwch might have been that
of a marble knught upon tomb so strong aned
purpos ful it seemed For the brow was hidden
In a wihnte napkin, as thoauagh bound up for the

whiteness of the skin
forth  monrnfuliy  and

LIV

from th
Linakoony

vl

Hy ey

Leomething in alow tone, and stood
Wthe paarhianof the portal see us Then
fow o shut b AZAIN ancd behined

onk sm

s we heapd the bazzang marmur of the crowd |
" the silent hreathing of many folk |
We stood thers for what seemed a long space ‘
e westering throwin? our  shadows tall
and black on the YWazing whitsnesqs of tha wall
Then the Ll win low was agaimn opened, and
this time another G0 was seen also a pale face
and enweappel wit' the same monrnful swad
diings  But the featiures were more delicate, and
a certaim gul frolty o temper had thinned
the nostrils and drawa furrows  across the hrow

Our guide bent coirts
Then there ensusd betw

v el began to spealk
won them a long whispered

colloquy  When this was tinished the mank turn
ed tous and sapd somethine m Spanish which | dud
not unlerstan|

“Weartoretire vouan! Tand he " Ehorra trans-
lates bnetly, poantng last ot Will Bowman

vans s we wore helpless
among so many, I let \nna go from my side,
and Ioft the three wonen standing hor The
monk himself also stepped back, With a bow low
as a raversnee hofors an altar

Then | heard the patlid woman behind the geat-

With much rageet, an

ing b Vo speak oo low and pleasant voee
and Eborea s mothar attering replies in Spanish
But the words wers anaudible to me. even had 1
understood the lanwune

and first the old witch
msy mether  wi

Then the door
woman entered

pened

Hien WHs SO

dear to me  and lastly Ann

As the door shint upon the thres 1 started for
ward, as 1t weogot but Eborea lad his Land
upon my arm, and the monk motonsd us im
patiently to follow him  Ha wirned uto the
gatewny to the neht. uttered a word through
a barred wicket, and i o moment more we found
ourselves within the great walled  inclosurpe of

the monastery of Son Junn de Brozas

And o a Northern hoy the wonder of 11 the
hourly geawing surprnse
seores of hrown clad imotins
their di<mal array loved ane |
rohed priest Adite a0 ivie

urple nndervest ol silk Curicuasly enongh,

thonght tiest of wihi
toa sieht like this

This mona
built throus!
wh and a little crumbly
| [ A cne end, that opposite 1o whers we
had entered, yose the church The rest of the
mclosure was galleawd and arcaded about  Shade

tMre Johin Bell would say

of St Jdohn of Brozas was
nt of a stone Like copal  hard
its form o great ob

trees  spratg everywhere  Fountans  spouted |
and plashed  Little stppnms wers crossed by
brid small as a child's toy The white wulls
wera so oaglow with the v owearlet of creeper,

&0 crowded with close ranked geranium, that it
secmed vl many cordinals robes had been hung

out 1odey  Bevond the palmettos in the square,
through whose legves wo cancht the ghint of
metal, they were hullding sometinng hiuge and
wlhite conltdl see p Long string of men careying
moetar g wooden hoxes on thiee shoulders I
tieree sun spariied npon somettung thao connected
the files and swung an mid air between them,
while o our ear ime the it tinkle of metal
The men were chinitind tog

At that meoment, teom the gable of the chinrch
(h beeliveslike  promanence of which formed the

belfry) a bell beenn vo ning, and we hear the low
chant, the wi of which seemed 1o begin with
“Ora pro nolas’ Orp N I opweallnd enough

rils

of my Latin to kuow that that meant “Pray for
u-

Sull we followed cur guide. passing close by
the chain gon CHOW O SOW LA the men wers
guarded by swarthy musketoers, ench with A gun
over s shoulder and a sword @it by s side
Glganuc n vrined with whips, stalked
along the ranks each with o dignity of a Nero
cut i ebond

Will Howman had failen a linle hehind with
Eborra, so I Lastened vy place myself beside the

monk who had broweght aa thither  The hymn
hod putat mte my head that T would tey him
witl some of my scanty Latn =

e these men” was what [ tried o say
stopped nan actomishiment as great as if
« haed spoken to him

v are a clenie, he said Aod though he
pronounced the words ditferently, yet | under
stood tum well enoukld Whereat | began to be

f < that U mphray Stvirway had mades me learn
by Leart George Buchanan's Latun psalms, one
@acu day for a whole year, which he declared
 be e only worthy literature that Seotland
hath ever produced

N Lam noclene,” 1 replied

It was wondeeful o 1 thought)y how easily
the speaking of Latn came oome' And on the
spot I began to plum= me on my talent {for lan
s

Convent bred

then? he contiuuea, glancing
sidleways down atm

[ am not.” saul |

How, then, do vou speak Laun?

I pointed alntde o Will, whe had come up
" Cleirea We hadd haltsd vinder o teee, and
e Was now nly a fountam with many ets
bodvween us ated the chain gang. ‘Lhe swaving
leaves gnd the hush of the water falling « ¢

on wet marble wors cortainly most soothing
Hut somahow that continuous tinkle of swinging
links over by the new building mishiked me greatly
Alsol T was anxions about my mother,

I'he mank, on wiose face there appeared never
e shadow of a smile, bowed w Wil

1 oKnn

i “You are learned”™ he said in the same curious
Aatin,

Will modestly denied it, but 1 struck in bold'y,

‘Heis a very learned scholar,” 1 sald,

“Of this 1 will inform the Abbot, " he said, and
again turned o preceds us,  Bus | pointed 1o
the cang of 'oborire prisoners, from the far end
of which had 1ust come a sharp ery, as the knosted
Insh of the black overseer's whip fell across the
naked shoulders of a lad halting under a burden,
I trembled to Kill the brotal striker

‘Who are these™ | sarl  indignandy, “and by
what law are they chained and beaten® Are
they murderers™”

The monk cast one contsmptious glance, and
one only, in the direction of the coain gang

These are heretics, he said, ae if the fact ex
plamed sll

Al as 1 followed the trailing skirt of his brown
robe (ot daring to raise my eyes lest [ should
see seme further horror) 1 was by no means so
sture that the devilfish had done us a gonl turn
indelivaring us from pieates and bringing us from
the Ll of Winds to underlie the tender mercies
tl-' the monks of the monastery of San Juan de
frozas

CHAPTER XXXIN.
PO GRAND INQUISITOR,

s Excellency the Grand Inquisitor’™  an
nounesd the tall priest who had hitherty con
ductsd us. and whom we aftorward knew as

Brother Pedro

A\ small. apple cheeked, paleeyed man en
tered. somling and dimpling, almost in the man
ner of an antiquatsd beauty,  His head was
thrust a hittle forward, ke a bird's about 1o peck,
arel the scanty hair fringing 1t was a pale yellow
e and fol i a meek (il about hisears,  Thers
was nothing really Seanish or grand inquisitorial
abaut him. He looked o Like a fawning delvor
Who arnives o ask an extanston of time from A
stony hearted eredit o

Yo have come he speaks a cutions halting
Fnghish from the sea  witn three womans
vou have come.  Sirs, vou are welcome 0 San
Juan de Broras”

Yo are the Abbot of the monastory ™ 1 spoke
bofors Wall conld find words,  For talking th Anna
had tavight mes ek ness of spes rh

“I am oot the Abbot; [ am the Grand Inqulsitor
From Palos T bave come with 300 hereties i one
galleon  that thoy may work in the plantations
for the wood of thenr sonls!  Then, af they do not
retent we will take other measuees!

“But, most reverend, you speak English™ 1
SugEested

He snuled, seemingly well enough pleased

“I have been Long time in yvour country spread

Ine the holy religion'  First with James the
King. and afterward an much persecution and
penlh under the Duteh heretic William'  But,

alas' 1 have much forgot 1 speak him not wall™

Nevertheless, in o spite of his modest disclaim
ers, he smiled like a boy who has “trappad” his
way tothe top of his ¢lass

“Sit down, gentlemen' he added immediately
mana'tered tone  The Abbot comes this way'™

Andd the Cirand Inquisitor blushing and smiling
at ones, looked <o hke a pleasant country dame
that from that moment | began to be better satis
fied with cur lodging in the monastery of San
Juan de Brozas

We heard a step hustle along the passage,
the soft brush  brush  shuffe - brush of sandals
worn by one who doas not hift his feet. The door
opened and a man entersd, at the first sight of
whose face my heart sank within me

He was a tall man, gaunt and hollow jawed
His evos. sleepy sunk in s head, shot out fire
upon us  His very manner was ternfving, and
I ooonld well imagine him casting oiled faggots
abiout the feet of poor wretches condemned to
dim for their religion The Grand  Inguisitor
received the Abbot of San Juan with a gentle
purring deference, and made room for him on
the black wonrden settle as a spaniel dog might
give place to a mashff

He said something to the Grand Inquisitor
I oalow tone, and then turned 1o us

Yo are donbtless of the wligion  you have
esented frome therr cruel English plantations”
and the Abbot bent hns hrows upon ns as he spoks

Wa hinve come from the Isle of Winds," [ mada
answer  “Weo wers carried thither by pirates
from our nativeland’

| heard the whisper of Eborra in my ear

I you wish to live and save those whom von
love, swear to the man that you are of his religion’
What matters it”  Swear"

From the Isle of Winds they came'™ said the
Gerand Inqusitor. translating into Spamsh  for
the benefit of the Abbot — And at the word | <aw
him turn up his eves and cross himself

Hut you are of the religion™ he persisted,
softly, and like one who insists on doing another
" I turn I he Grand Ingmsitor translated
this time for our benefit

1 was christened i the Church of England.”
said Will Bowman, bluntly, after his fashion
atd thongh 1 ean lay claim to little enongh reli
gion of any land, that s the religion I shall live
and die in’

I'hat was well enough said of Will, but 1 was
not to b oset behind the door No Yorkshire
man snlive was going to overcrow me with his
Episcopabanism  at bast a poor thing to make
" L.Auwi

I am a Scot, and of the Scottish religion'™
I said as grandly as 1 eould

“What is that’ 1 never heard! of it'"" The
speech of theGirand Inguisitor was more silver
than ever Almost I mightsay he purrad

“Tam a Preshytenan” 1 replied. a trifle nettled.
“That 18 the eeligion of my country ™

Say an opinion eall 1t an opinion, and I
am with vou'" he smid, and continued to smile

Aud you' Ly eye passed on Eborra, “have
you been christenad 1u the church of Inghilterra,
or are You also of the Seots persuasion™

To my surprise Eborra had shed his manner
of & king's son, and now met the small, shrewd
gray eves of the geand inquisitor with the broad
which bad atiracted me first on the street
of the privatesr's villoge

I poragnorant Yellow Jack,” he caid, «peak
ing tnekly [ kuow nothing  But learn  yes
heJiness Yellow Jack willing o learn every
tung

The Grand Ingquisator nodded pleasanily

“Ab, that as better much beter™ he said
*Thourh your colorasthat of Ham the aecursed,
stueh willingness does you moere eredit than your
companions' fair fueed stubbornness  But vou
moy intluence them for good  The reverend
abbot wishes vou to have [ree aceess to those
of vour race in charge of the chain gang Per
haps they may furnish yvou with additional rea
wons for desiring insteuction in our boly fanh,
ardd 1 this way vour compations also may come
to tind the tru!

“Give poor blanck boy your blessing, holiness'™
said Eborra, kneeling with admirable supple
NesS

The Grand Tnpusator extended o couple of
fitzers 10 a perfunctory manner, curved Wiem a
little as of Lie were going to seratchithe head fa
persistent cat, but continued 1o keep his eyes
fixed steadliastdy upon us

I was very angry with Eborra for thus, as it
were, desertitig us in the face of the spemy, and
as for Will Bowman, he glowerad a1 the balf caste
ns if he conld hiave slain him

The Ahhot of San Juan and the Inquisitor con
forredd together. the tall, dork monk apparently
persuading bis little plump friend to something
aizainst his will

We haod better look ont for squalls,
Will Bowman I do not trust that monk with
the black brows The little ona's our friend
| wonder what they are whispering together
s o™
: But I had been making up my mind % ask
the [nquisitor o give 1S 4 lvuf;{lluf in some place
where we could see and comfort my mother |
Kknew well that sue would he in distracton away
from us and alone with Annn, whom she had
never liked

Yost reverend,” I began, “we have eseaped
from a pirate tland MY mother and her com
panion  have undergore many  Lordslups |
prey you to peemit us a lodging near together
T health of my mother has long been weak

[he Grand Toguisitor tarned wowardme
smiled indulge. ty

“Ihe not (ear, he answered, “vour mother's
health will be cared for by the good sisters, |
doubt not you will find her much improved when
voul see her agom Itis not customary for the
sexestomix witheach otherin the religious houses
of St Jobn of Brozas and of our Gracious Lady
the Holy Mary

And with a little quieung wave of his white
plump Lhand be turned again to his consultation
with the Abbaot

Eborra stood apart in seeming dejection, the
broad smile gone frum his face.  He caught my
ayo and nodded confidentially. T this | did
pot reply. but averted my eye, for I still was angry
at his desertion of us

Peasently the Grand ln?nmlnr turned 1o us
aain, simling in his most fatherly fashion

My friend has agresd 1o provide lodging for
vour,” he said; “you must pardon the roughness
of 1t 1t shall only be temporary | can promise
vou that, if 1 have any intluence in this island
T owhich [ may say [ think | have!

I answered that [ had no donbt of it Ang
that, whatever quarters he provided for us, they
would prove pillows of down after the hard seats
of the jol'y boat and the dangers of the pirats
fsle It was good, | continued, to find one's self
once again among Christians and hrethren

He struck a bell, and immediately, as (f they
had been waiting for the signal, half a dozen
1ay brothers entered We conld see a score or so
of the tall negro overseers collected 1o the shaded
porch

The Abhot spoke rapidly to the lay brothers,
nadding his head the while, and the Grand In
quisitor continued to smile subtly upan us

“1 bid you good by for the present.” hesaid,
syon voung «ir, of  the S o persuasion, and
you also’ (he turned to Wilh, “who have had the
ko great honor of being christened in the Chuareh
of England  May a good conscience and the
memory of your past privileges support yon'

The monk who had 0irst tound us upon the
shore stood before us. He hooked a heckoning
finzer at me and ntered two words in Latin

\enite, fraties’

Weo followed him out iato the eonurt vard among
the whispering  leaves and plashing fonntains
Will and | walked side by side 1ut Ebhorra

ot o further than the doorway . Here he found
f“.-.ww surrounded by the black men with whips
in their hands.  These all began to talk at onee,
langhing and slapping #ach other in noisy fra
wroity. Chorra grinning and talking awav as
fast as any

Half & doren of the brown monks accompanted
s, tatking low among themselves  These did
not walk as il guarding prisoners, hut rather like

'

whispered

ie

peaple accidentally going the same way.  In
this arder we crossed the open square (o the corner
I'hen we descended a flight

'-'mvl-nn the church h
of stops and turned into a cool passage. We
heard a sound as of dogs velping. and began to
smell the smell of kennels

Our guide flung open a door and motioned us
with ,.'ﬁmg of his arm to enter. We did so, Will

Bowman going first S d

| ruu. their Jdestruction
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We found ourselves in a high narrow cell, the
flour of earth trodden hard. Rings and wheels
of fron were let into the wall on either side.  Rope
and pulleys cobwehbed aloft.  The whitewashed
walls were  stained here and there with strenks
and gouts of darkest brown, in their nature very
suggestive.  ‘The windows were set high up,
defended by thick bars of iron.  Three tall backed
chairs stood on a raised platform at one end. the
highest being in the middle and two a litle retired
in support.  Ahove the centre chair were the In
signia of the Holy Office of the Inquisition

[ saw now where we were  'The Abbot had
r"\)'hl us false.  Still, il we were to appear be
ore the Grand Inquisitor, 1 felt that he wonld
deal kindly with us; for my liking had gone ot
o the little shy man with his soft voice and gentle
wavs, O the other hand, | knew we had no
chanee of wercy from the Ahbot | had mistrusted
B at first sight. And Will Bowman thought
as | did

Sowe stood there, wondering what would come
next; and my mind flew to Anna and myv mother
even when my eves were wandering among the
maze of wheels and ropes overhead the purport
of which T nnderstood well enough, though not
the particular tortures for which they were de
shrned

What wonld become of my mother anpd Anna
Mark” Would they also be shut up in some den
of cruvliy and pain®  Or would the sisters be more
merciful, seetng that they also were women®  He
fore my mind had reached any conclusion 1 was
recallesd to myself by the entrance of hadf a dozen
stalwart negroes.  The first staggersd in with a
smith s hrazier, and ehareoal smoldering red upon
1t A second followed with a pair of bellows upon
o wooden stand. Then eame two others corryvin
back loads of elanking chains They were n
Inmughing anil ercking jests at each other s ex
ense I'wo gigantic guaands, with muskets over
their shoulders and short swords by their sides,
brought up the roar

The negro with the bell was was evidently a sort
of master among them He set down his siand
With an air of authority L hen he tooke | elosely
at us, bending los hams and laving s hands
upon his knees iy the atttnde swhich we of More
lam call "huankering. ™ After studying Wil and
myself for a munute with blocdshot mject of eyes

the exves of & bloodhound seenting the trmil he
shepped his thighs suddenty and eut o high eaper
with his feot “Lhen he erackea his heels together
and crowed like &oecock  The menks had metired
to the further end of the ebamber, where they
stood, leaning elbows on the black ehairs anid
talking quietiy tugether

In. ha, ha'™ broke ont the haege black I
this heee an' bent cock fightin'' English by
Gar'  Me English, tw Pompey Smith my name
Onece me Live tn the Carolinas Enghish overseer
seope oot Pampey’s back. Now Pompey have
dewhiop nndd seore Pnghishman's back  THa, ha,

Then he toak hold of Will Bowman rudely

Haold ont your leg ™ he sa ‘I HE 3 With one
pretiy bhraeele S Like fnm so much yeu
never take hm off - noteven whon vou go by by

Hooway » ping 1o take hol' of Will's knea

when he od o dareet left handed blow b
tween the oy ndwent down hkealog  Prosent
Iy, however, he gt upe rubbing his forchead, upon
whieh a shiny lump began to ns

Very woll™ he muttered o8 poaed not follow his
mrgon, whi as Lipesome to write as to read)
“very well o South will remember You
shall have one most comfortable pair of bracelets

Nien short chains, so th vour tost #asy Here,
her' You Salazar, Pedea Doming

He o enllad three companions  to him, end
they seazedl Will while the two guards  pointed

theirguns po'nt blank at me, It Fshould attomp

Lo escape Thon Pompey Smitth, with a sharp .
Kmifeo ent Will's liose o] below the knees
pullsd off his buckled shoes muttepng

T hese

fust ‘hont Pompey s size You hotter leaen b
arefoot now, vorr Enelish hereties You go to
hell plenty soon anmd then von glat, bocnnse
vou get out of Pompey sgang’

Whereupon, sumn nie his assistants

ub the charcoals with the bellows, and ino»
shace he had rivered a pair of stoat rings about
Will's nakel ankles I thewe heavy chains were
attached st ba \ bl of 1ron waes
fastoned in hike manner about his waist, with
smaller rings let in upon either side, to which
agan chains were fastened. Then it came my
turn

CHAPTER XXXIX
THE LADY JUANITA

The chain gang in which we presently found
onrselves was made up chief!'y of men from those
northern provinees of old Spain which hie nearest
to France  From the man to whom T was chained
1 learned much  He was a Freachoan named
Jean Carrel, born at Millan in the Cevennes
At the cnthreak of the later religious wars he had
sold his sinovard near Carcassonne and crossed
the mountains into Spain. - Setting at Milbao,
he had become very suceessful in trade with Eng
land A o snecesstul indeed, for his growing
wealth attracted the notce of theinguisinon
and he was seized and castinto the dungeons of
the holy otfice  He spoke very exeellent English
and being a good and kindly man, though with
no great profession of religion about him, at least
from the Scots point of view, he told me many
things which were very useful to me  as how to
lie in chainus most comfortably., how to pad the
waistbeit and ankle rings 10 keep them from
chatfing, how 1o fasten up the connecting links
i o fostoon to keep the werght from trailing. with
other matiers of great assistance 1o me at this
Ume Apart from this his discourse was mostly
of wine growing and vintages and by no means
soo much of religion as 1 had anticipated. which
relicved me much

I had hoped 1o have WIL with me as my com
auion. but 1t was better for us both that at the
rst this was not so  For Will also chaneed upon

a mate who was able to instruct him on these
potnts

‘Have you vet seen the commandante™  said
Jean Carrel as we rested on our straw at noon

that day [ told Bim Ne adding that 1 did not
know there were any other authorities upon the
island besides the abbat and the Grand Inguisitor
The Frenchiman whistlad  low

\las,” he said, “the Abbot whom you fear i
our only friend here  The grand inguisitor is
an evil beast, and does what harm he can to poor
men, but as for the commandante® -

Words sesmed 1o fall him 1o describe the pe
culiarities of this man. and even while he paused
we were ggain summoned to our feet by asharp
command in Spanish, of which 1 knew not the
purport  Howeser. by watching carfully what
my companion did snd movimg roomdly, 1T man
aged pretty well Yet not so well but that as |
'.wuml n huge grinning black who stood at the
doar of the long wooden shed. where wa had onr
midday meals, he lifted his whip and smote me
across the <houlders

‘How you d= English like that” he cried
“vou flog mein Jamaica- very much heap whip
how you ke {t yorself”

And he folliwed along after us
and all English at the top of his voice

Joean Carrel whispered to me not to answer back
or show that the man annoyed me. and then he
would most likely in time tire of his amusement

T won speak back 1o him he will send you to
the tlogging post, and f you survive, to the log

nwf in the store quarnes. ‘That is worse than
ath '’

‘Great God most merciful’™ eried 1 involun
tart!v, is there yet worse torturs than this™

Yes, truly,” ha sarl. “this is but a preparation
for the anto da-fe, the burning alive by fire We
are all only walting our turn But the most
unhappy men are those who have to drag a great
log alter them wherever they are called upon to
go and whatever duty they perform'™

“Sou are all under sentence of death by fire'™
I gasped

He nodded, smuling at my ignorance

“Each day of high festival thers s a burning
in the great square,” he explamed, “and if there
be not encuegl of hapless Ihvluun from the in
terior or maroon negroes recaptursd hy the com
matdante’'s forees some are chosen from among
us to atford sport to the fithful of Puerto Ried!

He shrugged his shoulders

“After all, 1t 18 best 80" he said Tis a fiery
gote tooa fair heaven  But at least those that

cursing me

enter in are not long in passing through They
generally pour otl upon us"
Then was my heart sick and sors indesd  not,

1 thunk, so much on account of myse'f as becanse
I thought of my mother and Anna

I asked the French Huguenot of they treated
women no better. He shook his head

The Grand Inqusitor would burn them all
and rub his hands to see the voungest and fairest
of them writhe if so be they would not receiye
the faith.  Yet even that 18 better than that they
shonld find favorin the eyes of the commandante
and his officers’

Then he told me that the chiel of the Spanish
troops on the island, Don Nicholas Silveda, was
under the sole government of his wife, o foreigner
1 think of your nation " smid my Frenchiman,
whom he had carned off from one of the English
dlantations, or, as some said, captured on an
Snghsh ship This woman, the Signora . nanits
was so jealous of every won an who came near
the commandante that she would inevitahly com
Hothe ladies” the gave
courteous aven in his fetters)
well,

14 national bow
“In whom vou are interested are beautiful

there 1s the worst to fear .‘\H the world knew
what the Signorm Juanita Silvedns was  There
was A story the' she was of very low origin, and

oven But I need not repeat what Jean  arrel
told me, which after all, was propably no more
than the gossip of the chawn gang or some ribaldry
overheard from the black overseers

Al thos tme we had no news of Eborra |
fearsd that they had put him to death or done
him some injury for his defence of us  Judge
of my surpnse, then, when, upon marching out
to work in the patio, | found him busily em anyml
supenntending the digging operations, clad in
A white suit Like the other negro overseers, and
like them wielding a whip

Immediately nupon seeing me. ha eame alon
and began to revile me, calling ma pirate nnﬁ
assassin Then he changed his speech  and
shonuted opprobrious words in Spanish, so that
I was dumbfounded, and, indead, knew not what
toosay or da Then all at once he lavd his whip
with apparent force across my hack  Again
an | again he struck me, his eves fairly starting
out of his head with fury Yot for all the energy
of his anger. strangely enourh the blows did
me no hurt

At ghe izht of his fury all the blacks gathered
together and encouraged him with  shouts  and
lnughter. At which he waxed  very  furions,
and. coming closer to me he steick me on the face
with lus hand, ver also without doing nmeanyin
mr Then he thrust his hook almost into my
eves all the while cryving out in Spanish, stamping
his feet and spittiing upon the ground, which
these hlnek men do to express the height of
thetr anger

And it eut me 1o the heart to see him and to
harken.  For | rememberad all his former kind
nesses o Anna and all of us, But [ said 0 myself
that there s a great difference between a man
WwNno is a slave and who expects [avors and one
in the position of power and authority over his for-
mer masters, Yes withal, I was full of heary

I were only

| Negroes

sickness and distress, for indeed 1 had thought
infiniwly tlwlnn‘n! I-‘.&mn’ after his goodness to
us on the Isle of the Winds,

“Hut," said 1 1o myself after he had flourished
about and threataned to tear the eyes out of my
head with hig hook. “none knowesh the heart
of another till he be tried by prosperity, which
is a test more ditfieult and trying than any depth
of misery "

Presently Eborra loft me and betook him ty Wil
Bowman, tv whom he behaved in like manner
but if possibly vet more cruelly, declaring all the
while that Will had been his ‘overseer among
the English and that now he would show him
how it tastsd 1 be a slave,

Hut. aftor all, Eborra, mayhapremembening
some of vur former kindnesses, gave each of us
a hat miade of a broad leaf, and east about our
shanlders a short, striped cloak made like o blanket
With a hols ent near one end of it the which 1s
called in this eorintry a poncho, and is very suitable
either for hest or cold. We  were in the groater
need of some such covering, for without i we
shonld have gone entirely naked, exposed alike
o the rigors of the sun, and the biting of the buz
2ing gnats which abounad thers, called mus
Litties,  Lor one of the negroes who conduct*d
us U the gang bad tnken a faney to our upper
clothes, which. though frayed with our adven
turss, were of Umphray Spntway's own good cloth
He made usshilt them, giving usnomore than a
lash of his whip over onr naksd shonlders in
eschangs

ere, massas, both,” he said, for like many
of his kindeed the bruts spoke a little broken
English. a sort «f lingua franca they all use in
these parts,  Ders, you dam shin lily  white
now - soon erow black Hke poor Quasses'”

Moreover, at this Ebaorra, for all s seening
crusity and furious anger against s, did us one
groat kmdness,  He laid a spell npon us which
made s racrsd 1 his own peenliar Obeah,  We
heeame s “meat " as they expressed it not o
e abused ar molestsd by any of the other over
seers on pain of the curse of Eharra's devil ol
which they were prodigiousty afrad

Fyen' day we were marcned out of our cells
in the monactery square, through the booths
of the froe workmen t a road which was benes
mada in the direction of the eivil settlement, It
had been reeently commenced by the military
governor whow Indy desiesd groatly 1o ride in
hercarringe o Jean Carnd told me) even af it
the mile or twoe betwesn the town of
Poerto Ricoand the religions setidlement of St
Johin of Brosms, So a carnage ke thut of a
full blooded grandes had been hronght all the
way from old Spain the wheels being taken from
the body el ety lashed on the decl of the ~hip
The priconers had helped 1o unload these on the
mole gt Puerto Kieo. Mules of a noble white calor
had come fronn the town of Lern Cruz, and now
the chain gang was busied makiog the road upon
WHICH this eqairace was L broexopeised,

Fovare day, said Caresl, Donna Juanita Silveda
rode out to observe what progress had been made
and if the work did not proceed fast enough to
ploase Ler, she would strike the overseers with
T v tione whip over the face and hands s thing
which at fisst the prisoners had been glad of
but changed their minds when they found as
st s she was gone that from every blow the
had taken from her. they bestowed a
dozen on those under their anthorty  So the
visita of the lad® Juanita wer noloneer weleome,
thougi i her way she was o not unkindly woman
andagiven to freaks of favor as strange and funous
as her dishikes

It chaneed that one day we were awnkenad
early and our bighter frons put upon us Thos
made us afrayl that we were to g0 out to labor
inthe swamp, which, 1 such a country of insects,
18 no easy task, even for Indians and negroes
It was almost death to white men, and ther
was searcely a day that some one did not fall
ot of the ranks in spite of the scourgings of the
blacks  These when they could no longer keep
in place, were abandoned by the side of the road
together with their chammed companion, who
must. perforee, remain with them tll the smith
should come and release lum  So it happened
not unfrequently that the quick and the dead
wers chiained together for o long time  some
even died of exhaustion and hunger beside their
dead companions

This morning, however, Ehorra led his gang
by the back of the nunnery, in order to bring
up from the beach where we had first landed stones
antd gravel for the more firm bottoming of the
senora commandante’s road

Will and | were now chained together a favor
whieh ke much else, we owed to Eborra, who
now beggan ohut secretlyy to show us some part
of his former favor  And this made me think
that lis severity had only been a blind | was

lad indeed 1o have Will beside me onee mope
“opwe could talk togetherin the hot night watches
and hearten each other up with hopes of rescue
and sscape  Not but what 1 was sorry enough
to lose Jean Carrel. the Frenchman from the
Cevennes, who was now chained 1o Will's some
time companion,  But an trouble such as we
wore experiencing there is none like one from
the same countryside

Eborra marched us all around the women's
monastery, and von may be well assured that
we kept our eyes abont us 1o see if we could spy
ot any of our late compamions, my mother, little
Anna Mark oreven the black witch wife. Eborra's
dam

As we went through the narrow lane, where
we wers marching some distance apart in order
that the couples might jump the pools together,
each makine a littie race befors leaping. Eborra
came upto usasif to give an order

At the corner of the enclosure demand of me
leave to ha't o little. Do not answer now but
wailt

And thos thing we did upon a pretext We
wore ammedintely allowed to leave the ranks,
and at the angle of the wall, where there was

a broken place, rudely blockaded as i the Spanish
cnstom, with boards and paling slabs for these
people can never miend anything ull it falls wholly
to pueces), we saw o face that sent my heart for
wardl with a great theob

Anna T ened, and would have leaped townrd
ber. but that Will, being more calm, restrained
me with his han

It wosandeed Anna Mark, her huair cut short
al dreesced 1 a dack blue blouse aud skirt of
rough <kin, rough felted. hike Insh frieze

Anna put her finger o her Ip and glanced
once or twice over her shoulder, ke one afrad
of interruption Thena she looked at our chams
i sorrowinl surprise  For thougl she knew
of 1t yet to see the glistering links about our
warsts atd Liear the  wolul clanking noise at
our ankles made her sick at heart for us

Plow 1s 1t with you, Auna”  with
Stnsfeld  with my  mother™

These were the questicns which poured from

Mistress

us
“We ape well Philip,” answered Anna, “but
(), 1o see yvou thus'  What have they done to yon

andwhy’

ATRITA
aceoutit of your religion™
my eagerness  the ingqusivon’
motler”

Y our mather s very well " said Anna, calmly
“Soe s D think, pracusing the chants for vespers
With sister Agatha

Anna, have they not frettad you on
i almost  gasped 10
What of my

“How so L ened, too much astonished to think
of =afety  “Hove they put you to the guestion
as to your religion’

Anuna nodded and I think she would have smiled
also, but at that moment our chains l.n[lpt-mni(
w give a dolorons clank, her face became sue
dnlﬂy Mutul again

“Ye

s, she saud, "Sister Agatha and the prioress
were instant with us, but genty and withe kind

ness

“And what answered my mother™

“), shie said that as a child she used often to
Ko 1o Squire Luey ‘schapel, which was Catholi
sraster will beag wath her Then o the vicar
of the papish with her father, wineh was not so
different that she coudd see But when shie came
to NeW M she was cougated o g0 o the Seots
Kkirk with Sir dames  but tor all that che liked
‘Squire Luey's best  Sa they were glad and
kissed Ler, atdd dressed Ler it a black robe witn
a winte band about her forehead  ‘Lhey declare
thiat they wiil mahke her & nun in a tnee. Ajready
sheeats and siseps by role and works ata hrowdered
altar ot

“And s sue not distressed for us”

Of these she wtows pothing,” said Anna,
pntng al vur ¢ baans,  “nor will [ tell her  She
thinks you have all accepted reagion and are as
happy as she She grieves jor the separation
That s all

And you, Anna’

Why, as tor me.” answered the girl, T wld
them that | knew no better rehgion than o iry
to do good tooathers and pay to every man what
you owed himo So they set me 1o learn a cate
chism and o bang in e trewood

Inen as b ostood and Jooked at her the tears
britnmed 11 my eyes, lor the greatness of (e
rotel 1t seemed not to omatter any more ghout
s who were men, now that | Knew it was ke to
be well with Anna and my mother Wil had

stood gazZing at  us without joning o e
converse. aor indeed of that 1 gave lum Litge
Chanee, hetng s eager 1o know all that had be
tabien, that o sooner had Anna answered ane
question than | el Aanother ready 1or her

S0 both of us being husied with Anna, we di |
not hear kborra call o us, but Stood thers so

tntent upon the girl, looking and lstening, that
we never stirred an anch il a shadow foll geross
the wall 1o our right — We looked up quickly and
10" round the corner of the nunnery wall there
had come a lady 1 magznificent attire  She spt
with an air of langnuid ense upon the finest whie
Maltese mpile | have ever seap

W hat do yvor he " she eried in Spanish with
A cnrious twang Wit ‘o your places in the gang'
And that vouth within the nunnery wall. | will
have him beaten soundly for igling his time
Sirrah (hore she called Ehorrato her), Vis this the
wav you discharge yonr trust when vou ought
all 10 be working at my road’”  Am | to tryge
all dav in the sun when | have a coach to ride 1n*
I declare it will be all eaten into erumplings hy
white ants if ¥ou do not make haste  Draw your
whip across these lazy fellows’ backs, or | will
have 4 good three dozen np’vllml 0 vour own'

Then with infinite show of respect [Sharra ap
proached and murmured something [ eonld not hear
As the lady tirned into the the great richly capar
isoned saddle, housed in the new Snanish fashion
I got a fair view of her for the first time And my
heart stood still within me

I had seen the woman befors  For s moment
my memory refused to give up the secret of when
and where  ut oven as [ stood with my nouth
open devouring her with my eves, it chanosd that
she turned her head toward me and threw up her
well roundad clin Then the whole st clear
before me. [ saw the low sanded kitchen of the
inn at New Milus, and my father standing there,
tall. haught'v and deflant, with this woman a
little hehind him, bold, vet afraid, handsome of
features. vet plainly of the vulgar, and brazening
out her shame befors us all with a kind of appeal
Ing defiance

The wife of the Commandante of the Lsle was
Janet Mark, Little Anna’'s mother,

(To de conlinued.)
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l

 MELCHISEDEK JONES AND THE
SHAFTLESS CARRIAGE.

A Good Little Boy Who Made 1t His Busi-
ness in Life Not to Allow People to
Impose on Each Other.

Copuright, 1900, by (Char’es Battell Loomss.

Melchisedek Jones could not bear to see people
imposed upon. He was only 11 years old when
he took Lis putty-blower, his bean shooter and lis
L shing amd started cut 1o walk from Waterbury
to New Haven in order to right all wrongs that
he misght come across. Whenever he saw a men
who looked cruel or mean or selfish he peppered
bim with his putty blower  And if he stll looked
mean or selfich or cruel then he shiot beans at
Lhim and if he continued to look selfish or cruel
or mean be let him have a stone out of a shng
and that geneeally cured oim For a sling in
the Lands of a <mall boy 18 a hummer and no mis
take

He hiad gotten almost to Seymonr and the road
was strewn with cruel, mean and selfish people

came to a long hill At the top of the hill stond
what looked like an automobile and by its side
were two men, « ne of whom ceemed 10 be the owner
of the veliele  The cwner was teying 1o sell it
to the other man who had a kind of down trodden,
under dog ook abont him that mode Melchisedek
feel for lnm

“Now, Mr Sanford.” e2id the owner of the auto
mobile, T owe vou money and 1 know it but 1
have nomoney to pay you while I have this auto
mobile  Now T only owe you 8100 and this ma
chine s easily worth 81,000, but you <ee 1t makes
me nervous o nde outin a wagon that hasn't
any horses 1o stop it when it gets gong too fast
avd so 'l et you have it for the debt

Hut, =md Mr Sanford, 1 never go out riding
becanse | Late 1o and 1 need the cash very badly
The automobile will surely get out of order and 1
can't afford to have it fixed so I'll be worse off
than | was before

“Nopsense,” said the man. with a selfish gleam
in Liseyve that mede Melchisedek getout his puttys-
blower, “voucan riden this down to Meriden or
Seymonr and <ol it 1o any of the rich people who
live there for ot least $500 "

“Why don'tyoudoitthen™ asked Mr Sanford,
quite pertinently

“Because,” <aid the man, "I promised my chil
dren that | would go chesinutting with them
tias afternoon and better a walk with them than
all the money in the world

Now while this made the innocent Mr Sanford
feel that Mr Simpkins waz a nice man, it made
Melclisedek think that Mr Simpkins bad no
cluldren at wll and doubtful that the cnrriage was
an automobile  But as yet he could no nothing,

Coive ma a receipt for $100 and take the antor
mobile.” said Mr. Simpkins,  “Come, T will ride
1o the foot of this hill  Just 10 show vou how o
work it and then,” smid he, looking at his watch,
“T must harrey off to myv darlings, my dear little
bogs, for the pets are hangey for chestouts.”

Now,if Mr. Sanford hadn't been s goose, he
would have Kknown that Mr, Simphins was up
to something, beenuse men don't talk that way
ahout their ehildran, unlese they are mollies - at
least notin public. But Mr. Sanford was a great
innoesnt. so he wroas A reeeipt for 100 and gave
it ty the man and then they hoth stepped nto
the carriage, Mr Simpkins pulled a lever and
the thing didn't go.

Al this time Melehisedek had stood out of the
way and the man had not notieed him at all,
Now Mro Simpkins looked out and  pretended
o see a stone in front of one of the wheels,  “Al”
sald he, U1 see there's a stone in the way, [']|
push the automnhbile for a few feet. It sticks
sometimes when T haven't used i* much., Hemw,
bov " seeing Melchisedek, “just help me push
this to the hrow of the hill.”

Aelchisedek pushed with a good will, and then,
as Mr. Simpkina jumped mside, he hung on he
hind.  Mr Stmpkins pulled the lever 1o the low
| st noteh and the carriage went down the steap
hill in fine style

I dil you a wrong.” said Mr, Sanford, 1
thought vou were going t cheat me; but this is
delighitful, 1 know a man in Seymour who will
by this as soon As he sees it

Melchisedek, sitting behind on the place whers
they put trunks. laughed 9 himself, put his putty
blower inty his pocket and took out his bean
shooter.  Then he shook his head, and, putting
awny the bean shooter. he took out his sling and
fitt:d a fav hickorynut into it He saw through
Mr Simpkins's wieked scheme, as | suppose you
do also. my hov

They all went whizzing down the hill and along
the level for a few rods, and then Mr Simpkins
said T must stop now and go to my darlings,
Away, away for the nuts, the toothsome chest
nuts.”

He applied the break, and the “automobe”
came to a stop

MNow can I ever thank you” said Mr. Sanford,
You must let me give yau some of the money
that I get for this”

But Mr. Simpkins shook his head and said
‘Never, my dear friend, never”

Then he strovde away up the hill and for the
present Melehisedek let him go. He wanted
tomake sure that he had imposed upon My, San-
ford

He hopped down and went around to the door
of the carriage

“I'm very much afraid, Mr Sanford.” savd he,
“that Mr Simpkins has gotten the hest of you
I don't think this is an automobile at all. It is
| just a shaftless carnage with faked up lever and
brake "

“Nonsense. my little fellow,” said Mr Sanford,
with some heat  "Where are the horses that drew
it the last half mile™

This wonl'l have been a poser for some h<.x_v-,
but Melchisedek sait “Any wagon will roll down
[ hill of you give it a push and steer it straight
Does a sled need a horse when you'ra coasting”
Do they have horses on toboggans” Try to go
up the hill after Mr Simpkins, who 1s by now
chestnutting with his dearies and his darlings,
and you'll find that you need a horse "
| Mr Sanford turned pale  If this was a car
nage merely and not an automeabile. 1t was not
worth 830

He pulled the lever down to the lowest noteh,
[ but the thing never stirred  “Maybe there's
a stone under the wheel.  See, my son *

Hut the road was as smooth as the marbla table
that grandma usas to roll her pastry on

“1 thought as much. "™ said Melchisedek
yon know anything about Mr Simpkins™

‘I only know that he owes me 8100 that | lent
him Iast month You see he sold me an organ
| that a child ecould play, but [ never thought until
after 1'd bought it that I have no childeen and
no Rrown up person seems to be ahle to make it
0’

Aot even down hill, eh™ said Melchisedek
“But why did you lend him the 8100

Because he seemed 80 sorry that my organ
wouldn't go,” saul Mr. Sanford

“Yon oughtto have a nurse. my poor man.”
aarl Melchisedak.  “This Mr Simpkine haa no
children, you may depend upon 1t But he has
£100 of your money and you have an old cab
that's pretty near falling to pieces Now, wa
must overtake Mr Simpkinsg and make him give
back your money *

Just then, by great good luck, an automobile
came toward them

Melehisedek held up his hand and the driver
stopped

“Take us up the hill," said the boy
Mr Sanford into the automobile.  “Run at your
top Bmit, drver. We want 16 cateh a tall man
with fowing red whiskers like banners and a
selfish look on his face ™

The automobile man started with such a jerk
that Mr. Sanford toppled over backward and
sat down hard

“Here, stop.” said the hay, “here's a police-
man. We want him to go along, too "

The policeman sat down behind and then up

“Da

[1e pushed

whom Lie had bowled over temporarily, when he |

“ y

— ]

the hill they went lickitty cut and when they
reached the 10p they saw Mr. Simpkins sitting
on a rail fence smoking a cigar and smiling
in a very selfish way
streaming in the autumn breezes and he looked
like the wicked man that he was.
“Hold up,’ Melchisedek 1o dnver

saul the

His long whiskers were |

A Hunt for a Co

|

Then he fitted 4 (oljcate piece of putty into his |

putty blower and Llew it sharply at Mr Simp
kins, who gave a <tart and looked up.

|
As soon as he saw Melchisedek, he started

to run, but the hoy <hot a bean at him and it gave

his cheek such a smart twinge that he turned | the old

around angnly and sanl “What are you doing,
young man”

“Having fun with vou. Where are your dear
darlings anu where are the chestnuts®  Aren't
you afraid that your pretty dears are worried
about you””

Then Mr Simphins saw Mr Sanford and he
knew what was the matter

“It's lueky for you that | brought a policeman
along,” said Melchisedak, “for if 1 had relied on
this sling, you might regret having taken such
a mean advantage of this poor gentleman, Mr
Sanford "

Then the policeman came around and sand,
“1 arrest you for imposing on this poor gentle
man and T take you betora the Judge at onee.”
For Melehisedek hed told lom what ha! happened
on the way up.

So Mr Simpkins, shivering to the tips of his
whiskers, got into the automobile and the police
man gotin after him and Mr Sunford and Mel
chisedek and the motorman were very much
crowded, but they didnt mind o the least
becauss the wicked man was gong to get his
doser' s

And when they came to the Judge, Melehisodek
told him the whole story just as 1 have told 1t 1o
vou, and the Judge sond “My boy, what do yvou
think would be the worst punishment [ eould give
a man hike tns™

Melchisedek thought 2 minute and then he saud

‘Most mighty Judge, I think that for a man
hke Mr. Simpkins the greatest punishment you
could give him would be to make him take a party
of clildren out chestnutung every afternoon
for thirty davs”

Mr Simpkins shuddersd and tried to jump
out of the window and escape  his fate, but two
officers hald ham, cnd the Judge scd inoa voier
of thunder  “Melchisadek, you have well said
Fach dav for thirty days Mr Simpkins shall wtake
out a erowd of innocent children and help them
gather chestnuts And he shall begin this after
noon

And they led bim out to gathei a band of Little
ones

But I think 1t was pretty hard on the children

AN EASNY ASSIGNMENT,

Being a Leaf Out of v Experiences of an
Old-Time Reporter,

“About as easy an assignment as 1 ever had”
sai‘l an old reporter, “was one to cover a fire in the
buildiug of the paper | was on. | was working
then on the Come! which had an outfit that was
up to date to the very last detail  Part of is
building equipment was sn automatic fire alarm
wlegraph system, with wires in every room in the
building By this system an alarm was sent in
automatically whenever the temperature of a
room got above a certain degree  We were con
nected with the Fire Depariment wires, and “a. A
special building call; 8o you see that as far as pro
tecting ourselves from damage by fire was con
cerned we had taken every precaution we could,
and had got the thing down so fine that the build-
ing 11self, so 1o speak, rang the alarn.

“I'he Comet office was on a corner  (n the
nextcorner above in our street there was an engine
house, in which were housed a fire-engine and a
hook and ladder tmuck  When there was a fire
below us, further downtown, we used to see 1he
engine and the truck go ripping and tearing down
past our office like mad  Someumes when they
went past like that they 'd be back in a minute
false alarm; aud then it might be an hour or two
or more before we'd see or hear either of them,
trotting back after a vigorous ‘rastle with fire

tne day, when the fire engine came a rnppin’
and tearin’ down the sireet in the usual way,
with everyvthing bilin', instead of going by, the
first thing you knew the driver had hauled his
team back on their haunches at a hydrant right in
fromt of the Comet office, and the next instant
they were yanking out a length of suction pipe,
and there were men making spanners fly at both
ends of it, engine and hydrant, coupling on, and
more men coupling on hose and stretching it
away on the other side, while at the same time
the truck was wedging 118 way down into the
street to the north, at our corner

H wm m, savs the city editor, looking out from
his seat by the window I should imagine the
fire must be somew here near here

\lso at the same instant or thereabouts a tele
phone bell, in where we kept the telephones, in one
end of the reporters’ room, began to ingle, and in
a moment a boy comes out and walks across the
room to the eity desk and savs to the oty editor

“Special bulding call from the Comet office
And here's where | came In The city editor
looked up and sees me there, and says

“Mro Oldtime, there's a special building call
from the Comet office; will you see what there is 1n
that” I don't believe you'll need a fire hauge

“This last, of course, about the fire badge was
just a small joke  You see, they always keep a
supply of fire badges at the city desk, and these
are issued to the reporters whery they go o fires
to enable them to get inside the fire lines estah
lished by the police; and then when the reporters
come back they turn their fire badges in to the ety
desk again $ut the city editor thought I wouldn't
need o fire badge 10 get inside the lines here, we
heing, as you might say. inside of them already

But the jolliest part of it all, so far, was the way |

we got the news of the fire  The fire itself conldn’t
have been more than a hundred feet nway at the
outsidle from where we were, but we'd got the first
news of it from a point 4 wile away, from our
reporter at Police Headquarters

“Well, I st out on my fire assignment, mount
fng to the top floor of the building. and then worked
down to the basement, where, as | found, the fire
had been It hadnt amounted to anything,
some waste paper stripped from rolls of paper that
was being wetted in the wetting machines for the
presses had taken  fire somehow, and had just
happene!d to thraow up a littde flame fight under one
of those automatic contrivanees, and so started
the fire alarm. 1t had been only a handful of
fire, and tt had been out for minutes before | got
there, and the last of the glazed hats of the firemen
was disappearing at the moment of my arrival

A litde bunch of paper a fire in the basemen;
no damage, [ report to the ity editor

“ ANl right'” savs the city editor
don’t want anything about that '

“Outside in the street, they were unconpling
the engine from the hedrant in front of the nffice,
an‘d up at the corner they were backing the truek
up to get it out of that narrow street; in a minute
they were both gone, and things were back at
normal

“An easy assignment, and interesting, too "

THE FATE OF ANDREF.

‘I guess we

search This Summer at King Charles Land,
Beyond Spitzhergen.

No hopes are longar entertained that Dr. Andree
and his two companions have survived their at
wmpt to cross the North Polar area in o balloon
Sir Martin Conway voiced the general opinion
when he wrotoin the new “Intermational Geogra

phe’ that “an attempt by the Swadish engineer
Andrae to eross the North Polar area in a balloon
must be classyd with the mystenons tragediosg

of explormtion
Another effort will be made this summer, how
ever, to ascortain the fate of the explorers by

| following up a clue that may prove w he impor

tant.  On Sept 11 last year a buoy was picked
np on the north coast of King Charles Land

R0 north latitude, and 25 east longitude, which
bor: the worls an a nickel plate “Andree's Polar
Expedition It wans tnken to Stoekholm un
vpenitd and there it was proved to be what Andree
had ealled “the North Pole Buoy *
buoy in which he was tn i-luw-- nomessage nnd
drop it when he passed the North Pole

It was opensd in the prosence of several
experts and members of the Government
no message was found in ot
mside the tbe that seemed to resemble poger
but a microscopieal exaninatuon showed that it
was o growth of alge I he axparts agree 1t
it could not have drifted from the neighborbood
of the pole o King Charles Land | hen
peared to be no reason why 1t should have been
thrown out empty and the view foreed aelf apon
all that it was a part of the wrockage of the oy
pecition

This is the clue which it proposed o follow
up. s thought that the expedition mov
come o grief not Iar from the plaee wher t
buoy  was found  Next summer 4 Swe
Russian expedition 18 to go o Sputzbergon tor
lieve the party that has been spending o 1
ber of wonths thers in the wark of messurni
an are of the meridian in that high Iattude |1
Swadish steamer that will be partof thisex et o
will make a detour to King ( harles Lan| an!

\ret
but

carfully search the enure neighborhoo | ! ¢
further traces of the loat pary 118 thought ™
be highly probable that more wreckage w /| o

found and perhaps considerable light thrown
upon the fate of Andree and his men. =

It was the |

There wos g conting |

CONVERSION OF ZEB WHITE.

PHE SUNDAY WHEN 1HE OLD 'POSe
SUM HMUNTER WANS CANTANKEEROUS,

.

m That Turned Into &
Wildeat - Argunments Applied by His
Wire to the Story of the Crossing of the
Red Sea and the Keeping of the Sabbathe

C pyright, 140, by ¢, B Lewns,

“One Sunday mawnin' seven or eight yeam
ago 1 got up feelin’ sorter cantankerous,” said
hunter  “The old woman seed
that | wasn « peart, and she ot me alone 01l ar-eg
breakfast  Then, as 1 started out for a walk
around, she says

Zeh, thar ain't no preachin’ st the schools
house today, but it would look nighty decend
fur v tosot down and read a chapter in the Bibla'
‘What fur” says |
Fur to show the world that yo

"savs she
I reckon the world don't keer whether 1 read
the Bible or take & walk

But the Lawd does

possum

respect the
day

Can't nobody keep ol
bustin’ up the Sahbath as you do without somes
thin’ happenin’ 1o em My cyes are a leetle
wenk this mawnin', and of youd sit down and
read me that chapter ‘bout the children of lsreal
crossian’ the Med Sea 1'd be powerful glad!’

“That's what 1 orter hev done, of co'se, bud
when a critter is feelin’ cantankerous he ain's
hisself, He's mad at his wife, s dawg, his gus
an‘l everything else, and he wont gitdecent ag'1im
ull somethin' kas happened 1 wlosted 1o my
dawg and went off up the lnllside, and the old
woman didn't call arter me Mebbe 1'd got half
a mile from the house when the dawg 1ok arteg
avarmintand runitupatree  ljestgota ghmpee
of the thing and took 1t fur a coon, Lut 1 orter hew
known better.  Every Lha'r on that dawg's back
was standin’ up and his eyes as hig as cassers,
and if I hadnt bin cantankerous 1 d hev hggered
it out that no coon coula excite Lim on that way,
The thing 1o o was to e the dawg to the treg
and go home fur an axe. ‘The dawg didn’t wang
10 be tied, but | managed it and went back

“Hev you cum back to read to me bout them
children of Israel ashs the old woman as | ag
rove

"N,
tree

Are you gwine 1o nisk your soul fur the sake
of & coon’

“Iuon't be silly ¢ oonskins 18 wuth 60 centg
apiece, and we are cut of lasses, and the Lawd
am’t gwine to pumsh folks fur gettin' somethin®
Lo #Aal even on Sunday

“Zeb savsshe as D was turnin’ away, ‘if you've
got & coon up a tree, mebbe 1t wouldn t be so awe
fully wicked o chop lum down, but if I was you
I'd kinder smooth it over with Providence firsts
IWwin' as vou left the dawg «n watch yon kin read
me that chapter you go. U've sorter for-
gutten how clus Phano was 1o ‘em when the waters
robled bacs and Kivered i up

I've cum fur the axe to cut down a coom

befo

I dont telieve 1t ever happened,” said Iy
feelin a new  streak ol cantankerousness
Comin over e

What' D you deny that™

Reckon | do, and hwaps of other things bee
sides ’
I'hen,

Zeh Wihitte, you jest g1t ready fur @

calamnons  calamity ' Its denyin’ the Lawd,
aud the Lawd aan‘t g wine to stand 1t Go on aitep
Vour coon, but Lmsayin googby 1o you. | shall

be a wider beto the clock striles 12,

“I wasn't troubled a bitin my wind, but | was
sorter astonished when | got back 1o the coon
tree. Bitsof ha rwas lyin around on the ground,
and the old dog was gone Peared to me that
thar had bin s tout around thar, but @ duin’t figger
fur lomg. It was a iree which Stood slone, and
away up in the wp | could see the coon hidin’
awav in a crotcholalimb 1 took me nbout hall
a' bhour 1o cut the tree down, and all the ume
I was choppin’ 1 was savin’ 1o myself that the
chldren of Israel vever passed through the Red
Sea iy shodJdest befo’ the tree fell | heard
a yeowlin and a snarlin® ‘rom the varmint in
the top, but | ook 1t that the coon had got shaky.
The tree went down with a crash, and 1 run up
with a club togive the coon a knock on the head,
I badn't reached the fust limbs when he cum
out 1o meet oe, and all the ba'rs on my head ne
up at onee 1t wasn't no coon Ctall, bat one of
the higieest wildeais 1 ever laid eyes on He
hadn't bin hurt by the fall, but he was mad ‘nuff
to eat natls [ had sheercely made out what
the varmint was when he it on me and got to
work I don't rechon yvou ever met up with a
twenty pound  wildeat with teeth and vlaws in
good trim, but if you ever do vou'll find that Fuzz.
saws atn'tin it with him  The varmint kno ked
me down at the fust jump, and he had torn off

half mvy elothes befo [ eonld git up. Then we
went at it hammer and tongs 1 had denied
the children of Israel. and so 1 had 1o depend

upon the dube 1t wasnt much of A weanon
1o fight a wildeat with The eritter dodged half
the blows, and the other half didn’t seem 10 burt
any L yelled fur my dawe but be didn’teom, I
velled fur the old woman. and ‘howt the time [
velled T eotehed sight of her two rods off Yeokin'
on. She had my rif'e in her hands, and | hollered
fur her to cum elusor and shoot the cal .
Zeh Whits sez she, it aint fur me to mix
fn this fout. You went out in defiance of tha
Lawd to eoteh a coon. and if yon've eotched &
wildest instead 1S proper purishment )
Her words mads me mad and teched my pride,
and 1 determined 10 kil that eat without her help
ar be clawed o death atrvin’, 1 got In two of
ihree good blows and sorter evened up things,
but it was mp and tuck.  Himeby, when I begun
to weaken. 1 says tothe ald woman
ST pin't axm’ vou 1o shoot the varmint, bug
vou might shoot off a paw or two and gimme
afa'rshow .
How about Sunday” she asks, never movin' @
font,
It's a purty good day’
Is it the Lawd s day. or a coon's day?
Phe Lawd s dav. [ rackon,  Gwine to stand
thar till the meat 1s clawed off my hones?
“Can't tll w1t When the 1 awd brines abong
a ealamitons calamity (o punish a man fur de.
nyin’ Him at's fur tilks o0 be keerful how they
mix in
ohody has axed vou ta mix in,' savs 1, and
then T went fur that cat ke a hawk fur a chicken,
Fur the nest five miuntes 1 had the advantage
and was beginnin® 1o foe]l peart but the loas of

blood began to tell and 1 found myself growin®
weak. The ol woman notied 1t and called
ont

‘Zeh, how about the Hible™
“I'm a belvin’ in it savs T as T makes am
awful hlow at the cat
Andd fiow abont the childran of Tsrael”
I'm & helievin’ in them
d they cross the Red Sea dry shod ?*
I'I1 et they did’
Was Phario overwhelmed?
He was, and Tl Liek any man who denfes

Test one mo' question Zeh' savs the old
woman as she cums forward Are thar gwine
to be any mo coon hunun’ on Sundys™

Not if we never by ancother pint of ‘lasaeg
in the cabin'' savs Las the cat rakes me across the
shoulders

That ended the ficht,  The old woman mixed
in and shot the eat throneh the head, and T tume-
bled down and Iay thar fur half an hour befe®
she conld help me hobhla home Hout all the
clothos T had 1+ft on me was one boot and a shirg
eollar and 1t was fo° weels hefo' the hites and
weratches 1ot me git arcound ag'in. On the fusy
Sunday I conld sit out 1 saw a h'ar up the moun-
ting and start>d fur mv gun, but the old woman
held up ber hand and said

“/Zeh Whits take a cheer and sot down, Yess
1 know it's a h'ar, and we are powerful short
meat bt we've got scomethin'elseto do. Assoon
as | it myv hands ant of this dishwater 111 61
my pipe and sot down. and vou'll read to me "houd
them childran and the Red Sea. If vou read
slow and don't <kin anvthing, mebbe you'll ind
somethin’ ‘hout wildeats too!"

"'

FLOITING STONES,
The Bits of Slate That Prof. Nordenskiold
saw Floating in the Ocean,

Prof Erland Nordenskiold, the son of the fa-
mous Arcuc explorer. saw a sight lase
voenr while rowing in the long and narrow ehan-
nel of Titimn Esperanza. on the southwest consd

CHNous

of Patagon H werved fregments of slate
fHonting on the surefaoe i larger or smaller eluse
wers  Thers were o g many of them, and as
one enst of the et he geathere l in about 700 pieces,
The stones he'd evidently dufted out from the
Leach, which was coversd with simiar fragments
that had fallen from the sloe ohiffs behind Tha
sutface of the stones was ey and they sank at
o fthey becgme wet through the movemans
{ the swell

I he frogmen comteined no o Aie caviiing that
Wor per il hee naked cve, but a discow
TV W teow th may silion the faet that

ne fragiens f a speciticgrmviy of 271 wers
o ing ot o e of o specitte gravity of 1

I was founa that small goscous hubbles were
nit L the uncder suel f the floating stones,
ind chese hubbles wers also found on stones at
he fonge of the b howhere (hey wern heing
continnnlly wash nio the sea and went floa
ng oW | he aee surfaee of the siawe frag-
nentts albso helge h P them atloat by prevent.
& water froo e henng them

Fhis unususl phenomenon s of genl f“”'

rest anadon crve ns an tlusteatiom of the
! pr blem ften presint themselvey

Kok P'rd Nordenshiold leliey hnt

nee s solil movier 18 thus transported for
greater or less stangos Thius new  straia
that are now formong 1t the boitom of the sea
may have 4 conglomble admisiure of these
fragments representing A far distant geological
nge. Perhaps some  geslogist, eentunies  (rom

now. may puzzle his hegd over the question how
this foreign matenial was introduced into we ates
rock beda,




